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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Seven Five is a documentary based on a true story about police corruption in the 75th precinct of the New York Police Department. The documentary is based on accounts of various police officers focusing on Michael Dowd a police officer from the precinct who was arrested in 1992 based on allegations of corruption, drug trafficking, aiding and abetting criminals among various other charges.  The case was one of the largest corruption scandals in New York City. The city was plagued by drug trafficking, murders, gang violence among other crimes and the East Side was the worst of all. The precinct had one of the highest murder reports in the country in the 80’s. The case shed light to the amount of corruption in the police force and led to a series of arrests and prosecutions. 20 years later the question that remains is if changes have been made to the police force or we are still undergoing the same problems. 
Police Integrity and Ethics
The documentary begins with Dowd undergoing an interrogation. He admits to a series of crimes which included; corruption, drug trafficking, among other criminal activities. The interviewee also questions him about whether he underwent integrity training in the academy. He responds that the process was not taken seriously by both the recruits and the instructor. Dowd says that what they learnt was “cover your ass not to deal with internal affairs”; this meant that there was no giving up another cop because they also had your back. You learn about the streets from your fellow cops. Dowd also claims he did what he did because he felt unappreciated. 
Since then the ethic education in the police force has undergone major improvements. Currently it is not just ethical arguments based on the works of Plato, Socrates, and Mill among other Greek philosophical writers, it includes analysis of challenges that they encounter during their day to day activities. There is professional management of conflicts to include whistle blowers when they encounter activities of corruption and gross misconduct. The IACP recommended that adult learning principles be used, ethics should be taught across the entire curriculum, and that job related ethical dilemmas and case scenarios should be used (IACP 1, 1998). The cadets are presented with scenarios where they engage in discussion about the wrongdoing of other officers, accepting gratuities, and giving professional courtesy to fellow officers (Caldero, & Crank,(2010). Instructors are required to take up to 80 hours training courses and learning objectives are provided to instructors.  Each state provides 5 to 8 hours of ethical training to their cadets. Some states even blend leadership training into the topics.
The code of ethics still has not changed; service, integrity, dignity and worth of the person, competence, and social justice. Service is working for people, social justice is defending the most vulnerable and working for change and dignity is treating people humanly while minding their ethical diversity. Integrity is being a trustworthy person and upholding ethical practices, competence is being professional and developing knowledge, and the last one is recognizing the worth of human relationships and working to strengthening these relationships individually and community.
Police Perjury 
In the interview Dowd says that partners cannot testify against each other, it becomes one’s word against the other. Dowd during his time had two partners, one was Henry “Chicky” Guevara and the other was Kenny Eurell. Henry was as corrupt as Dowd but resigned after cops from a different precinct were arrested. Kenny became Dowd’s new partner despite warning from his colleagues concerning Dowd reputation. He could not testify against him so the solution was to join him considering the cash they were making was good. 
The tendency to lie is not just evident in police work but in various other sectors as well. Up to now law enforcement officers lie frequently in affidavits, and post-incident paperwork, and on the witnesses stand. Officer’s nowadays call it testilying. The law respects police officers so judges and the jury believe what the officers report. Prosecutors rely on the testimonies of prosecutors whether true or not to convict criminals (Chêne, 2013). In New York City, the prosecutors keep secret databases of questionable police officers but only two boroughs prevent these kind of officers from taking the stand. The problem however lies in the fact that the prosecutors refuse to investigate and accuse their fellow officers which helps them get away with crimes. When an NYPD officer is accused of a crime, the department conducts an internal investigation and then fails to reports the findings. If the officer is found guilty, the punishment mandated is equivalent to a slap on the wrist. 
If a prosecutor knows that an officer is lying then his testimony is not reliable legally. Prosecutors and police officers work together to put criminal behind bars which makes it even harder for them to scrutinize. If the lie lacks evidence then questions cannot be asked. A New York district attorney puts it “Taking money is considered dirty, but perjury for the sake of an arrest is accepted. It’s become more casual.” Then there is the dilemma of when a police officer is found guilty of criminal offences, all the cases he had helped convict are brought back under scrutiny. 
Crime scene investigation
Crime investigation is the determination of facts through legal proceedings. Crime investigations are conducted to preserve, transport, packaging, and documentation of evidence. For one to be an expert in crime scene investigation, rigorous training is necessary. When a crime has been committed, preliminary investigations are conducted. The objective of these investigations is to find out who is responsible for the crime and arrest a suspect. A prosecutor is the lead investigator starting from the point where an individual is suspected of having committed the offense. When the crime is not that huge, police conduct the investigations all through, but large crimes are often left with missing gaps. 
 The prosecutor ensures that every aspect of the investigation is conducted in the right way and constantly requires a follow-up report of how the investigation is ongoing. When dealing with a serious case, he or she may actively take part in the preliminary investigations to ensure that the right decisions and conclusions are made (DCAF. 2012). The undertaking of preliminary investigations depends on the type of crime. Where the crime of a violent nature, the police question the victims and witnesses, investigate the crime scene, and collect evidence. When the investigation is concluded, the prosecutor decides if the evidence is enough to present before a judge or a jury and come up with a case against the offender.
In the documentary, Dowd was able to frequently steal evidence from crime scenes i.e. money and drugs and possess it as his own. On one particular occasion he describes how he found cash in a suspect’s home, managed to convince the other police officers to leave it with him and later went ahead to call his friend “chinky” to help him steal the evidence. The money collected was used for gambling and acquiring of property. In a separate incident, Dowd warned Adam Diaz a drug trafficker of the presence of police officers scanning his residence. 
Under the constitution an individual who has tampered with evidence knowingly or with intent under federal law may face a prison sentence of not more than 20 years, a fine, or both. (18 U.S.C. § 1519.) Different states have different penalties, to others it is a felony while to others it is a misdemeanor (DCAF. 2012). Nowadays police officers have body cameras which makes it harder for them to tamper with evidence. In 2020, a report by National Registry of Exonerations showed that violent interrogations, falsifying evidence, and tampering with evidence accounted for majority of wrongful convictions. It also accounted to most criminal going scot free. A cop in Baltimore was arrested in 2018, after body-camera showed him planting drugs in a vacant loft then acting as if he had just found the drugs. He was charged and later the prosecution dropped all cases that the police officer was working on since he was no longer a credible witness. Until now he works in the force at a desk job waiting for internal affairs to complete their investigations. The officers say that the decision is not up to them but to be determined by the Law Enforcement Officers Bill of Rights. 
Police Brutality
Dowd, Eurell, and his colleagues used force and authority to get free meals, free merchandize and to help their drug dealer friends continue their trade. In one particular incident, Dowd and Diaz recount how Diaz wanted one of his competitors who traded opposite his shop done away with. Dowd spent a whole lot of time harassing the shop owner until at one point he goes missing. We are not told of what happened but we can all speculate. The Blue Wall of Silence prevents police officers from reporting abuse or misconduct by other officers. The rule also does not allow them to step in when another officer is engaging in illegal behavior. They view themselves as “brothers” or “family”. Training of police officers back then was what was referred to as “Warrior training”; it focused on fear and defensive tactics rather than engaging with the community. As Rosa Brooks says, "Many police recruits enter the academy as idealists, but this kind of training turns them into cynics."  There was also the idea of the “broken windows” theory where some neighborhoods were considered disorderly or decayed based on drug use, graffiti, broken windows, prostitutions etc. and east side New York happened to be one of the neighborhoods. 

Up until today police departments still face cases of police brutality. Just like in the 80’s and 90’s we are still experiencing racial profiling. Racial profiling is suspecting and discriminating an individual based on their race and ethnicity. It involves discrimination of minority genders and can also apply to individual’s nationality. The U.S history defines conflict theory as a definition of the past and current struggles between the white ruling class and the many ethnic minorities. In the U.S the issue of racism between whites and minorities is huge and has been ongoing since the onset of independence. Conflict apparently arises when the dominant group feels threatened by the minority group (Council of the European Union. 2014). An example is when the power of minority blacks rose after the civil war which resulted to the whites retaliating by coming up with the Jim Crow Law meant to limit the social and political power of the blacks.
Police officers now wear body worn cameras with the idea that they are less likely to commit crimes if they know they are being recorded. During Obama’s administration the department was issued with $20 million worth of police cameras. Research showed that with body cameras police officers used less force when handling civilians. The camera is supposed to be on from the time they receive the call until the entire encounter is over. Controversy is how efficiently the technology is used; police officers have the ability to turn it on and off at will. The issue has been solved by not allowing the police officers to turn on and off at will. There is also the issue that civilians will not be able to access the body cameras. Another proposal to reduce police brutality is the implementation of civilian review boards. Review boards ensure that police officers do their work and increase positive interactions with the public. The review boards are however receiving a lot of criticism since most of their members are police officers which totally defeats their purpose. Lawsuits are also another solution that has been placed for police brutality. Excessive use of use of force is considered a tort and officers can be held accountable for this action (Chêne, 2010). Civilians now have the opportunity to sue in a federal court which gives the case a chance to be tried fairly and change the future of police. 
The city of New York also has an anti-restraint law. On June 8, 2020 the Anti-Chokehold Act, which means that any police officer in the city who kill anyone or injures anyone with the use of a chokehold will be charged with a Class C felony which is punishable up to 15 years in prison.  The death of George Floyd following a video recorded by a civilian brought the world to attention on the issue of racism and police brutality.. His death is one among the many deaths by African as a result of police brutality. One June 1 she and her cousin organized the Take a Knee peaceful protest to make a stand and mourn the deaths of innocent black people. Thousands of protesters emerged chanting slogans like “No justice, no peace” and “Say my name.” people of all colors and races showed up to pave a way for the future generation to thrive. Other protests soon followed led by activists like; Benedict, El Jones, Kate Macdonald, DeRico Symonds, Trayvone Clayton, Lynn Jones, Eddie Carvery and so many others who shone a light on issues in the justice system, policing, and environmental racism.
Defunding the police is one among the many reforms going into the police force. Citizens believe that the police force receive a huge portion of government funding which should go to other sectors like education and health. People want political leaders to reduce funds for the police force or cut funding altogether. There is also the National Use-of-Force Data Collection which counts the number of civilians killed as a result of police brutality and account every time an officer uses force. 

Convictions
After a long investigation, Suffolk County Police Department finally arrested Dowd and Kenny on allegations of drug trafficking and aiding a criminal. They had risen from extortion to drug trafficking to kidnapping. The two were released after a while and later got another job where they were to kidnap a woman. Instead of going through with the plan, Eurell contacted internal affairs and told them of Dowd’s entire plan. He was put on trial to which the Mollen Commission led a series of investigations on corruption cases leading to the arrests of dozens of police officers in New York. Dowd underwent the hearing and was found guilty of racketeering, distribution of drugs and was sentenced to 14 years in jail. He however, refused to disclose the names of other police officers who worked with him. Eurell was not charged after helping with the investigation while Adam Diaz was sentenced to 8 years in prison to which after he would be deported to the Dominican Republic.
Since 2005, 140 police officers have been charged with offences like murder and man-slaughter; 44 of these charges have resulted to convictions. Between 2005 and 2014 only an average of five police officers are charged with man-slaughter or murder. The number has however increased as of 2015 and has even risen higher since the death of George Floyd. On the issue on corruption, according to the 2017 Global Corruption Barometer, the police force is the most corrupt branch of any government. Police force is faced with supervisory negligence and complicity (Punch, (2013). Various incidents have shown that stations allow them officers to lie under oath, take bribes, conduct illegal searches, beat and kill suspects. 
An example is the case of George Almond who came face to face with Sgt. Ronald Watts a cop known for planting drugs on people. Watts asked for money which Almond did not have which led to Watts arresting Almond for drug possession. Almond could not prove that the drugs had been planted so he went to jail for 16 months. 54% of criminal convictions involve corruption and by the police force. The police are making reforms but cases like this are still on the rise. Political will is said to be one of the factors that will reduce police corruption. Political will is only a necessary, not a sufficient, condition; without sufficient state capacity to support political will, the latter will make little impression in the struggle to improve police behavior (DCAF 2012).
In conclusion, the police corruption is rarely reported in the media however, that does not mean they do not exist. According to statistics drug-related police crime accounted for (739 arrest cases of 665 sworn officers), while profit-motivated police crimes accounted (1,592 cases of 1,396 officers). The number of corruption cases since the 90’s continues to rise with increasing incidences of brutality and racial profiling. 
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